Type 2 cryoglobulinemia and hepatitis C virus: its recognition and treatment.
Type 2 mixed cryoglobulinemia is a relatively common although rarely recognized consequence of chronic hepatitis C virus infection. Its detection should be pursued in individuals with lower extremity vasculitis which occurs in association with other signs of systemic disease such as proteinuria or a peripheral neuropathy. Importantly, HCV-associated cryoglobulinemia can occur in individuals with clinical evidence for cryoglobulinemia but without any evidence of detectable liver injury. Two cases recently seen in Oklahoma demonstrating these points are reported.